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The Church St Innocent of Irkutsk is a parish of the Diocese of the West,
The Orthodox Church in America (OCA)

5657 Lindley Ave. Tarzana, CA 91356. Church Office: (818) 881 - 1123
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January 25", 2026 Today’s commemorated feasts and saints:

33" SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 8. Sunday of Zacchaeus. New Martyrs and Confessors of
Russia. St. Gregory the Theologian, Archbishop of Constantinople (389). St. Moses, Archbishop of
Novgorod (1362). Martyrs Felicitas of Rome, and seven sons: Januarius, Felix, Philip, Silvanus, Alexander,
Vitalis and Martial (ca. 164). Ven. Publius, Ascetic, of Syria (ca. 380). St. Mares the Singer, of Syria (ca. 430).
Icons of the Mother of God, “ASSUAGE MY SORROW” (translation to Moscow in 1640), and “THE
UNEXPECTED JOY”. Saint Vetranion of Tomis (4th c.).

SCHEDULE ALL SERVICES LIVE STREAMED.

Matins Gospel: John 21: 15 - 25 (11" Matins Gospel)

Next Week’s Epistle: 1 Timothy 4:9-15 Gospel: Luke 19:1-10 (Zacchaeus)

1 Corinthians 12:7-11 John 10:9-16 (St Gregory)
Reader: Matthew
Today 9:30 am Liturgy
Wednesday 6:30 pm Moleben
Saturday 5:30 pm Vespers
Sunday 9:30 am Liturgy

Next Week’s Epistle: 2 Timothy 3:10-15 Gospel: Luke 18:10-14

Reader: James

Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday, 10:30 am - 12:00 noon. Confessions: After Saturday Vespers and by
appointment.

Receiving Holy Communion: We should draw near to our Lord and God and Savior, Jesus Christ, and receive
Holy Communion often. Orthodox Christians, who have prepared themselves through prayer and fasting, and
are at peace with all men, and have attended the Divine Liturgy from the beginning, (or, at the very least, have
not missed the Gospel), and have made a recent Confession, should draw near.

Others should diligently seek to be properly disposed and prepared as soon as possible.

Troparion, Resurrection - Tone 8
Thou didst descend from on high, O Merciful One! / Thou didst accept the three-day
burial to free us from our sufferings! // O Lord, our Life and Resurrection: glory to
Thee!

Troparion, St Gregory the Theologian - Tone 1
The sweet-sounding shepherd’s pipe of thy theology / overpowered the trumpeting
of the orators; / for eloquence was also bestowed on thee / as on one searching the
depths of the Spirit. / Pray to Christ our God, O Father Gregory, // that our souls
may be saved!



Announcements:

Our Bulletins ($60.00) Alla Slobodskaya
Izolda (Zoya) & Vladimir Sogokon

Our Altar Wine ($40.00) Gabriela Bronca & family good health & help in our needs.
Our Altar Candles ($40.00) Gabriela Bronca & family good health & help in our needs.
Our Altar Incense ($20.00) Gabriela Bronca & family good health & help in our needs.
Vigil - Golgotha I ($7.00 /wk) Stere & Maria Caratas

Vigil - Golgotha II ($7.00 /wk) Stere & Maria Caratas

Vigil - Prothesis ($7.00 /wk) Stere & Maria Caratds

- Bronca: Gabriela, Robert, & Carmen Iuliana. Good health, & help in need. Repose: Tasie.
- Sogokon: for the health of Zoya, Vladimir, Irina, Anastasia, Vladimir, Vladimir.

Today is Zacchaeus Sunday, next week the Triodion begins.

Memorial today

Friends of the Monastery of St Barbara today, Fr John Valadez will speak on “Raising the Mind, Warming
the Heart: Spiritual Life” at 4:00 pm followed by Vespers and Potluck.

Adult Education will take place this Wednesday after the Moleben.

Gift Cards: donations, which can be given to the needy are still welcome.

2026 Wall Calendars are here!

Thanks to God for all who helped prepare the Church for the temple feast and for the holiday decorations.
Lectionary. The Church Lectionary is reading 1 Timothy and Luke; on weekdays, I Peter & Mark

Coffee Hour, This Week: Jacqui Next Week:

USEFUL INFORMATION

Donations We now have a Tithe.ly page to make donating to the parish easy. Just click this link:
https:/ /tithe.ly / give?c=1324837. Thank you and God bless!


https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2FTithe.ly%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR36SuGFlfrLz5YNR1U8LSCSdVrEokSHDvM6ytgLcmvaK16SvlnqlL_Eu40&h=AT3J17ynS-to-mmtXFE1q5zC1Tf7dn9ec4Wbm87KQasA0pBpM3wP3lZHVGThJ3YhrxWbvFNig7II9xZ0oJYzuiflW3AXrPnER-FWUDsU8GzHCNaVZCuefVzl2C9of4JiMDwq8tYCsxvaFvs58OYW_CielTlYWw0imRLMzeUi74R9LxjG-9yo2IlWAtT9wJ0Wg0_f87JA5xJ1expSBMnckfqoxb7RONI5AileXNU_BNjJOBoZDD8GMW6cdRvvzJu8pSYcLK-Vb2ybwOp37hNs6Eghz1POiFg278SZaEA3SMvtNaGPfY2HAiHc2XdTExh0-pLeUA_0JqxaATWOBYdj-MDpYULEopdAiXr0a1rPhmJEYl4JhIIXka0m6BNWOD7pcW8NCMVKgsSxddw-A86lG4TxcQaG1IywBNs2ZUCFIZro_-GLJ4GSB-C_pw5Xvw7d-iFgoi1DR6TNQrZFHo4YWojX8L1aiYGxrAYemHVkSdUQvfixFAL3oP0smV5-fRHSDd0dfl2S4ijuAxjFgEfR1ji7Vn1j0QIJlH1X0hfXvWfEcz97Pin_ercwC4XPqoocSiXzEsK1CBWME6O8fEpR9jTVJwzryWDMY3lL2cVR1rXB103NnED4CR5EHhszErgMK8pUWwm-4wvk0bA
https://tithe.ly/give?c=1324837

Streamed serices can be viewed at our website https://stinnocenttarzana.org/livestream or
https:/ /stinnocenttarzana.org/facebook, the streamed services are also uploaded here

https:/ /www.youtube.com/channel /UCEhqUgT15kDekOrPPERcy5g.

The daily readings and saints may be found here: https://stinnocenttarzana.org/dailyreadings.

Kontakion, Resurrection - Tone 8

By rising from the tomb, Thou didst raise the dead and resurrect Adam. / Eve exults
in Thy Resurrection, // and the world celebrates Thy Rising from the dead, O greatly

Merciful Onel!

Kontakion, St Gregory the Theologian - Tone 3
By words of theology thou didst unravel the complex webs of the orators, / O glorious
Gregory, / and didst adorn the Church with the robe of Orthodoxy woven from on
high. / Wearing it, she cries out with us, her children: // “Rejoice, O Father, supreme

mind of theology!”

Financial reports (tithes and donations ONLY) ( we need to average around $29,000 per month)

Jun. 2025: $16,823

Aug. 2025: $9,273

Oct. 2025: $13,465

Jul. 2025: $20,468

Sept. 2025: $11,868

Nov. 2025: $14,940



https://stinnocenttarzana.org/dailyreadings
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEhqUqTl5kDekOrPPERcy5g
https://stinnocenttarzana.org/facebook
https://stinnocenttarzana.org/livestream

The Sunday of Zacchaeus
The paschal season of the Church is preceded by the season of Great Lent, which is also
preceded by its own liturgical preparation. The first sign of the approach of Great Lent comes
five Sundays before its beginning. On this Sunday the Gospel reading is about Zacchaeus the

tax-collector. It tells how Christ brought salvation to the sinful man, and how his life was
changed simply because he “sought to see who Jesus was” (Luke 19:3). The desire and effort

to see Jesus begins the entire movement through Lent towards Pascha. It is the first
movement of salvation.

Our lenten journey begins with a recognition of our own sinfulness, just as Zacchaeus
recognized his. He promised to make restitution by giving half of his wealth to the poor, and
by paying to those he had falsely accused four times as much as they had lost. In this, he went
beyond the requirements of the Law (Ex. 22:3-12).

The example of Zacchaeus teaches us that we should turn away from our sins, and atone
for them. The real proof of our sorrow and repentance is not just a verbal apology, but when
we correct ourselves and try to make amends for the consequences of our evil actions.

We are also assured of God’s mercy and compassion by Christ’s words to Zacchaeus,
“Today salvation has come to this house” (Luke 19:9). After the Great Doxology and
Trisagion at Sunday Matins (when the Tone of the week is in Tone 1, 3, 5, or 7) we sing the
Troparion of the Resurrection: “Today salvation is come to the world, let us sing praises to
Him Who arose from the tomb, and is the Author of our life. For having destroyed death by
death, He has given us the victory and great mercy.”

Zacchaeus was short, so he climbed a tree in order to see the Lord. All of us have sinned
and come short of the glory of God (Rom. 3:23). We are also short in our spiritual stature,
therefore we must climb the ladder of the virtues. In other words, we must prepare for
spiritual effort and growth. Saint Zacchaeus is also commemorated on April 20.



Saint Gregory the Theologian,
Archbishop of Constantinople

Commemorated on January 25
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Saint Gregory the Theologian, Archbishop of Constantinople, a great Father and teacher of
the Church, was born into a Christian family of eminent lineage in the year 329, at Arianzos
(not far from the city of Cappadocian Nazianzos). His father, also named Gregory (January 1),
was Bishop of Nazianzus. The son is the Saint Gregory Nazianzus encountered in Patristic
theology. His pious mother, Saint Nonna (August 5), prayed to God for a son, vowing to
dedicate him to the Lord. Her prayer was answered, and she named her child Gregory.

When the child learned to read, his mother presented him with the Holy Scripture. Saint
Gregory received a complete and extensive education: after working at home with his uncle
Saint Amphilochius (November 23), an experienced teacher of rhetoric, he then studied in the
schools of Nazianzos, Caesarea in Cappadocia, and Alexandria. Then the saint decided to go
to Athens to complete his education.

On the way from Alexandria to Greece, a terrible storm raged for many days. Saint
Gregory, who was just a catechumen at that time, feared that he would perish in the sea
before being cleansed in the waters of Baptism. Saint Gregory lay in the ship’s stern for
twenty days, beseeching the merciful God for salvation. He vowed to dedicate himself to
God, and was saved when he invoked the name of the Lord.

Saint Gregory spent six years in Athens studying rhetoric, poetry, geometry, and
astronomy. His teachers were the renowned pagan rhetoricians Gymorias and Proeresias.
Saint Basil, the future Archbishop of Caesarea (January 1) also studied in Athens with Saint
Gregory. They were such close friends that they seemed to be one soul in two bodies. Julian,
the future emperor (361-363) and apostate from the Christian Faith, was studying philosophy
in Athens at the same time.

Upon completing his education, Saint Gregory remained for a certain while at Athens as a
teacher of rhetoric. He was also familiar with pagan philosophy and literature.

In 358 Saint Gregory quietly left Athens and returned to his parents at Nazianzus. At
thirty-three years of age, he received Baptism from his father, who had been appointed
Bishop of Nazianzus. Against his will, Saint Gregory was ordained to the holy priesthood by
his father. However, when the elder Gregory wished to make him a bishop, he fled to join his
friend Basil in Pontus. Saint Basil had organized a monastery in Pontus and had written to
Gregory inviting him to come.

Saint Gregory remained with Saint Basil for several years. When his brother Saint



Caesarius (March 9) died, he returned home to help his father administer his diocese. The
local church was also in turmoil because of the Arian heresy. Saint Gregory had the difficult
task of reconciling the bishop with his flock, who condemned their pastor for signing an
ambiguous interpretation of the dogmas of the faith.

Saint Gregory convinced his father of the pernicious nature of Arianism, and strengthened
him in Orthodoxy. At this time, Bishop Anthimus, who pretended to be Orthodox but was
really a heretic, became Metropolitan of Tyana. Saint Basil had been consecrated as the
Archbishop of Caesarea, Cappadocia. Anthimus wished to separate from Saint Basil and to
divide the province of Cappadocia.

Saint Basil the Great made Saint Gregory bishop of the city of Sasima, a small town
between Caesarea and Tyana. However, Saint Gregory remained at Nazianzos in order to
assist his dying father, and he guided the flock of this city for a while after the death of his
father in 374.

Upon the death of Patriarch Valentus of Constantinople in the year 378, a council of
bishops invited Saint Gregory to help the Church of Constantinople, which at this time was
ravaged by heretics. Obtaining the consent of Saint Basil the Great, Saint Gregory came to
Constantinople to combat heresy. In the year 379 he began to serve and preach in a small
church called “Anastasis” (“Resurrection”). Like David fighting the Philistines with a sling,
Saint Gregory battled against impossible odds to defeat false doctrine.

Heretics were in the majority in the capital: Arians, Macedonians, and Appolinarians. The
more he preached, the more did the number of heretics decrease, and the number of the
Orthodox increased. On the night of Pascha (April 21, 379) when Saint Gregory was baptizing
catechumens, a mob of armed heretics burst into the church and cast stones at the Orthodox,
killing one bishop and wounding Saint Gregory. But the fortitude and mildness of the saint
were his armor, and his words converted many to the Orthodox Church.

Saint Gregory’s literary works (orations, letters, poems) show him as a worthy preacher of
the truth of Christ. He had a literary gift, and the saint sought to offer his talent to God the
Word: “I offer this gift to my God, I dedicate this gift to Him. Only this remains to me as my
treasure. I gave up everything else at the command of the Spirit. I gave all that I had to obtain
the pearl of great price. Only in words do I master it, as a servant of the Word. I would never
intentionally wish to disdain this wealth. I esteem it, I set value by it, I am comforted by it
more than others are comforted by all the treasures of the world. It is the companion of all my
life, a good counselor and converser; a guide on the way to Heaven and a fervent co-ascetic.”
In order to preach the Word of God properly, the saint carefully prepared and revised his
works.

In five sermons, or “Theological Orations,” Saint Gregory first of all defines the
characteristics of a theologian, and who may theologize. Only those who are experienced can
properly reason about God, those who are successful at contemplation and, most importantly,
who are pure in soul and body, and utterly selfless. To reason about God properly is possible
only for one who enters into it with fervor and reverence.

Explaining that God has concealed His Essence from mankind, Saint Gregory
demonstrates that it is impossible for those in the flesh to view mental objects without a
mixture of the corporeal. Talking about God in a positive sense is possible only when we



become free from the external impressions of things and from their effects, when our guide,
the mind, does not adhere to impure transitory images. Answering the Eunomians, who
would presume to grasp God’s Essence through logical speculation, the saint declared that
man perceives God when the mind and reason become godlike and divine, i.e. when the
image ascends to its Archetype. (Or. 28:17). Furthermore, the example of the Old Testament
patriarchs and prophets and also the Apostles has demonstrated, that the Essence of God is
incomprehensible for mortal man. Saint Gregory cited the futile sophistry of Eunomios: “God
begat the Son either through His will, or contrary to will. If He begat contrary to will, then He
underwent constraint. If by His will, then the Son is the Son of His intent.”

Confuting such reasoning, Saint Gregory points out the harm it does to man: “You
yourself, who speak so thoughtlessly, were you begotten voluntarily or involuntarily by your
father? If involuntarily, then your father was under the sway of some tyrant. Who? You can
hardly say it was nature, for nature is tolerant of chastity. If it was voluntarily, then by a few
syllables you deprive yourself of your father, for thus you are shown to be the son of Will,
and not of your father” (Or. 29:6).

Saint Gregory then turns to Holy Scripture, with particular attention examining a place
where it points out the Divine Nature of the Son of God. Saint Gregory’s interpretations of
Holy Scripture are devoted to revealing that the divine power of the Savior was actualized
even when He assumed an impaired human nature for the salvation of mankind.

The first of Saint Gregory’s Five Theological Orations is devoted to arguments against the
Eunomians for their blasphemy of the Holy Spirit. Closely examining everything that is said
in the Gospel about the Third Person of the Most Holy Trinity, the saint refutes the heresy of
Eunomios, which rejected the divinity of the Holy Spirit. He comes to two fundamental
conclusions. First, in reading Holy Scripture, it is necessary to reject blind literalism and to try
and understand its spiritual sense. Second, in the Old Testament the Holy Spirit operated in a
hidden way. “Now the Spirit Himself dwells among us and makes the manifestation of
Himself more certain. It was not safe, as long as they did not acknowledge the divinity of the
Father, to proclaim openly that of the Son; and as long as the divinity of the Son was not
accepted, they could not, to express it somewhat boldly, impose on us the burden of the Holy
Spirit” (Or. 31:26).

The divinity of the Holy Spirit is a sublime subject. “Look at these facts: Christ is born, the
Holy Spirit is His Forerunner. Christ is baptized, the Spirit bears witness to this... Christ
works miracles, the Spirit accompanies them. Christ ascends, the Spirit takes His place. What
great things are there in the idea of God which are not in His power? What titles appertaining
to God do not apply also to Him, except for Unbegotten and Begotten? I tremble when I think
of such an abundance of titles, and how many Names they blaspheme, those who revolt
against the Spirit!” (Or. 31:29).

The Orations of Saint Gregory are not limited only to this topic. He also wrote Panegyrics
on Saints, Festal Orations, two invectives against Julian the Apostate, “two pillars, on which
the impiety of Julian is indelibly written for posterity,” and various orations on other topics.
In all, forty-five of Saint Gregory’s orations have been preserved.

The letters of the saint compare favorably with his best theological works. All of them are
clear, yet concise. In his poems as in all things, Saint Gregory focused on Christ. “If the



lengthy tracts of the heretics are new Psalters at variance with David, and the pretty verses
they honor are like a third testament, then we also shall sing Psalms, and begin to write much
and compose poetic meters,” said the saint. Of his poetic gift the saint wrote: “I am an organ
of the Lord, and sweetly... do I glorify the King, all a-tremble before Him.”

The fame of the Orthodox preacher spread through East and West. But the saint lived in
the capital as though he still lived in the wilderness: “his food was food of the wilderness; his
clothing was whatever necessary. He made visitations without pretense, and though in
proximity of the court, he sought nothing from the court.”

The saint received a shock when he was ill. One whom he considered as his friend, the
philosopher Maximus, was consecrated at Constantinople in Saint Gregory’s place. Struck by
the ingratitude of Maximus, the saint decided to resign the cathedral, but his faithful flock
restrained him from it. The people threw the usurper out of the city. On November 24, 380 the
holy emperor Theodosius arrived in the capital and, in enforcing his decree against the
heretics, the main church was returned to the Orthodox, with Saint Gregory making a solemn
entrance. An attempt on the life of Saint Gregory was planned, but instead the assassin
appeared before the saint with tears of repentance.

At the Second Ecumenical Council in 381, Saint Gregory was chosen as Patriarch of
Constantinople. After the death of Patriarch Meletius of Antioch, Saint Gregory presided at
the Council. Hoping to reconcile the West with the East, he offered to recognize Paulinus as
Patriarch of Antioch.

Those who had acted against Saint Gregory on behalf of Maximus, particularly Egyptian
and Macedonian bishops, arrived late for the Council. They did not want to acknowledge the
saint as Patriarch of Constantinople, since he was elected in their absence.

Saint Gregory decided to resign his office for the sake of peace in the Church: “Let me be
as the Prophet Jonah! I was responsible for the storm, but I would sacrifice myself for the
salvation of the ship. Seize me and throw me... I was not happy when I ascended the throne,
and gladly would I descend it.”

After telling the emperor of his desire to quit the capital, Saint Gregory appeared again at
the Council to deliver a farewell address (Or. 42) asking to be allowed to depart in peace.

Upon his return to his native region, Saint Gregory turned his attention to the incursion of
Appolinarian heretics into the flock of Nazianzus, and he established the pious Eulalius there
as bishop, while he himself withdrew into the solitude of Arianzos so dear to his heart. The
saint, zealous for the truth of Christ, continued to affirm Orthodoxy through his letters and
poems, while remaining in the wilderness. He died on January 25, 389, and is honored with
the title “Theologian,” also given to the holy Apostle and Evangelist John.

In his works Saint Gregory, like that other Theologian Saint John, directs everything
toward the Pre-eternal Word. Saint John of Damascus (December 4), in the first part of his
book An Exact Exposition of the Orthodox Faith, followed the lead of Saint Gregory the
Theologian.

Saint Gregory was buried at Nazianzos. In the year 950, his holy relics were transferred to
Constantinople into the church of the Holy Apostles. Later on, a portion of his relics was
transferred to Rome.



In appearance, the saint was of medium height and somewhat pale. He had thick
eyebrows, and a short beard. His contemporaries already called the archpastor a saint. The
Orthodox Church, honors Saint Gregory as a second Theologian and insightful writer on the
Holy Trinity.

New Martyrs and Confessors of Rus’

Commemorated on January 25
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Troparion, New Martyrs - Tone 4
Today the Churches of Rus’ joyfully forms a chorus, / praising her new martyrs and confessors; hierarchs and priests,
royal passion-bearers, right-believing princes and princesses, / venerable men and women, and all Orthodox
Christians. /Having laid down their life for faith in Christ during the days of godless persecution, / they preserved
the truth by the shedding of blood.//By their protection, O long-suffering Lord, preserve these lands in Orthodoxy till

the end of the age.

Kontakion, New Martyrs - Tone 3
Today the new martyrs of Rus’ stand in white robes before the Lamb of God, /and with the angels they sing to God the
hymn of victory:/ “Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and praise, and honor, / and power, and strength be to our
God // unto the ages of ages. Amen.”

On the Sunday closest to January 25, the Church commemorates the Synaxis of the Holy
New Martyrs and Confessors of Rus’, remembering all those Orthodox Christians who
suffered for Christ at the hands of the godless Soviets during the years of persecution. These
include the royal Passion Bearers Tsar Nicholas II and his family, and the Grand Duchess
Elizabeth. Countless thousands of martyrs, both clergy and laity also suffered, some of whose
names are known, as well as millions of simple believers whose names have been lost to
history.

It is estimated that the number of the New Martyrs of Rus’, who were glorified by the
Russian Orthodox Church at the Jubilee Council of 2000, far exceeds that of all the martyrs
who died for Christ during the first three centuries of Christianity. The Church lost millions
of its sons and daughters, not only at the hands of external enemies, but also those of their
own country. Among those who were murdered and tortured in the years of persecution
were countless Orthodox: laity, monks, priests, and bishops, whose only “crime” was their
unshakable faith in God.

In the long history of the world, never have so many new heavenly intercessors been




glorified by the Church in such a way (more than one thousand New Martyrs were numbered
among the saints). Among those who suffered for their faith were some who labored in
America before the Russian Revolution: St. Tikhon, Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia
(April 7); St. Alexander Hotovitzky (Dec. 4); St. John Kochurov (Oct. 31).

Saint Vladimir, Metropolitan of Kiev and Gallich

Commemorated on January 25

The holy Metropolitan Vladimir of Kiev was the first bishop to be tortured and slain by the
Communists at the time of the Russian Revolution.

Basil Nikephorovich Bogoyavlensky was born in the province of Tambov of pious parents
on January 1, 1848. His father, a priest, was later murdered. The young Basil graduated from
the Theological Academy in Kiev in 1874, and taught in the Tambov seminary for seven years
before he was ordained to the holy priesthood.

His wife died in 1886, and their only child died shortly thereafter. The bereaved widower
entered the Kozlov monastery in Tambov and was given the name Vladimir. In 1888 he was
consecrated bishop of Staraya Rus, and served as a vicar bishop of the Novgorod diocese. In
1891 he was assigned to the diocese of Samara. In those days people of his diocese suffered
from a cholera epidemic and a crop failure. Bishop Vladimir devoted himself to caring for the
sick and suffering, inspiring others to follow his example.

In 1892 he became Archbishop of Kartalin and Kahetin, then in 1898 he was chosen as
Metropolitan of Moscow and Kolomna. He served fifteen years in this position.

Metropolitan Vladimir was distinguished by his compassion for the poor, and for widows
and orphans. He also tried to help alcoholics and those who had abandoned the Church. The
Metropolitan was also interested in the education of children in school, especially those who
were studying in the theological schools.



In 1912, after the death of Metropolitan Anthony, he was appointed Metropolitan of
Petrograd, administering that diocese until 1915. Because he disapproved of Rasputin,
Metropolitan Vladimir fell out of favor with the Tsar, and so he was transferred to Kiev. On
November 5, 1917 it was he who announced that Saint Tikhon (April 7) had been elected as
Patriarch of Moscow.

The “Ukrainian Congress” was also calling for an autonomous Ukraine and for the
creation of a Ukrainian Church independent from the Church of Russia. Metropolitan
Vladimir suffered and grieved because of this question, warning that such a division in the
Church would allow its enemies to be victorious. However, at the end of 1917, a Ukrainian
Dominion was formed, and also a separate Ukrainian church administration (“rada”) led by
the retired Archbishop Alexis Dorodnitzin. This uncanonical group forbade the
commemoration of Patriarch Tikhon during church services, and demanded that
Metropolitan Vladimir leave Kiev.

In January 1918 the civil war came to Kiev, and the two forces vied for control of the city.
Many churches and monasteries were damaged by the cannon fire. The Bolsheviks seized the
Kiev Caves Lavra on January 23, and soldiers broke into the churches. Monks were taken out
into the courtyard to be stripped and beaten. At six thirty on the night of January 25, five
armed soldiers and a sailor came looking for Metropolitan Vladimir. The seventy-year-old
hierarch was tortured and choked in his bedroom with the chain of his cross. The ruffians
tortured the Metropolitan and demanded money.

When they emerged, the Metropolitan’s cell attendant approached and asked for a
blessing.The sailor pushed him aside and told him, “Enough bowing to these blood-drinkers.
No more of it.” After blessing and kissing him, the Metropolitan said, “Good-bye, Philip.”
Then he walked calmly with his executioners, just as if he were on his way to serve the
Liturgy.

Metropolitan Vladimir was driven from the monastery to the place of execution. As they
got out of the car, the holy martyr asked, “Do you intend to shoot me here?”

“Why not?” they replied.

After praying for a short time and asking forgiveness for his sins, Metropolitan Vladimir
blessed the executioners, saying, “May God forgive you.” Then several rifle shots were heard.

In the morning, some women came to the gates of the Lavra and told the monks where the
Metropolitan’s body could be found. He was lying on his back, with bullet wounds near his
right eye and by his right collarbone. There were also several cuts and gashes on the body,
including a very deep chest wound. The hieromartyr was carried into the Lavra church of
Saint Michael, where he had spent his last days at prayer.

In Moscow, the All-Russian Church Council was in session when word came of
Metropolitan Vladimir’s death. Patriarch Tikhon and his clergy performed a Memorial
Service for the New Martyr Vladimir. A commission was formed to investigate the
circumstances of Metropolitan Vladimir’s murder, but it was unable to carry out its duties
because of the Revolution.The Council decided that January 25, the day of his death, would
be set aside for the annual commemoration of all of Russia’s martyrs and confessors killed by
the Soviets.



The holy New Martyr Vladimir of Kiev was glorified by the Orthodox Church of Russia in

1992. On the Sunday closest to January 25 (the day of Metropolitan Vladimir’s martyrdom)
we also observe the Synaxis of Russia’s New Martyrs and Confessors.

Of our charity, remember in your prayers:

Special Intentions:

Christians of Syria, Egypt; Met. Paul, Abp. John, in captivity.
Natalya & Alla in Donetsk

January 25", 2026

sister Oksana McGovern & family

Metropolitan Onuphry of Kiev, the brotherhoods of the Kiev Caves Lavra, the Pochayiv Lavra, & Svyatohirsk Lavra.

Sophia Fortas

The Sick and those in need of health:
Archbishop Benjamin,

St Symeon Mission

Archpriests Paul Waisanen, George Gray, Michael Regan, Andrew Jacobs; John Armstrong, Matthew Tate; James Jorgensen.

Abbess Victoria; Abbess Susanna;

Matushki Alexandra Safchuk, Elizabeth Powell, Clara Mancantelli, Maria Vallens, Jean Moore;

Robert David Peterson, Marios Perez, Barbara Anderson, Monika Cleenewerck, Marea Kuolt. OCA-DOW
Manya Prybyla, Gregory Theophan Hoffberg; Virginia, Levon; Edmund Roschak, Darka Raicevich; Karen Olds; Alla Miller,

Mike Shinkarik, Andrew Sturmer; Bridget Merridy Strand, Assia Alexander, Scott T. Karen T., Dmitri G., Kyra; Linda Phillips;

Ed Salm; Raphael; Magdalena Elizabeth; Ludmilla, Anna, George Arglen, Mircea, Gayle Anne; Lana. Our Parish

Jelica, Zharko, Milanka

Lea Ann (Leah) Bochnak

Gary Andrew Hart

Pia

Yevgeniya

Vladimir

Victoria Wilson

Laura, Eladia; Lydia

Marie; Archpriest Jonathan Proctor (Holy Trinity, St. Paul, MN) (cancer).
Mildred Sturmer, Susan

Margaret Banescu, Vona Leslee Christie, Hope Peacock; Wendell & Linda; and family.

Euphemia Marie Cox

George. Mihai

Mary, George Laurentiu, cancer treatment.

Barbara, Steve

Angela Apostal, Constantine Apostol

Yekaterina

Hieromonk Ambrose (Young), Amy Juried. Archriest Michael Carney,
Matushka Sophia Haloulakos

Christina Dudchenko, Den. Sergius Miller, Kevin, Cecilia Gonzalez-Andrieu.

Darka, Ilija & Jovanna
Laura Bochnak

sister Julia Azrael

Irina

Anya
+Bernie Wilson

Manya Prybyla

Thaddeus Wojcik

Sturmer family

Banescu family

John Ambrose Cox

Maria Caratds

Florentina

Scott & the Thompson family
Constantine Apostol

Lydia
Fr. Yousuf

Protodeacon George Haloulakos
Archpriest Nicholas Denysenko & family

Michael Rogozik

Yulia.

Lya, Marie, Yvonne Gay Butu
Timofey Dilaria
Kristina DeBree Kevin Patrick DeBree
Reader John, Catherine, Dianna Bowen. Danks family
Walter Irina
Larry & Emma Abbe Kulhanek
Anna Elena
Pear] Ruggiero. Sheena Wickens, Veronica Clarkson, Anna Cruz, Anna Rossiter; Ward; Griselda Leon; Allan Elmaleh. Diane Rhodes

Marquelle Anderson. Bruce Anderson, Suzanne.
Larry McHargue; Laura; Robert; Kenny; Bill & Sara Love

For the Health and Salvation of the servants of God:

Subdeacon Polycarp Anderson & family

Anne McHargue Witz & family

Catechumens: Dalen, Kelly, & Jamie, & Timothy Muster; Emma; Paulina; Louis; Zachary; Jacquiline; Garreth, Hannah, Monte, James

Antonio, Cassandra, Vivienne, Josephine; Herbert, Eric, Nicholas, Habib, Jerry

Matthew newly illumined

Navya Theodora & new born Rahman, James
Orion, Kristina

Nikolina, Dimitrije

Zlata Okunev, Artemi & Erica

Charlotte, parents Jonathan & Michaela Durham

Igor & +Luda
Jovanna & Ilja

Vitaly, Lyubov, Ella, Karen, Oksana, Valentina, Irina, Sofiya, Vladimir, Olga, Natalya, Tatyana, Irina, Elena, Evgeny. Tikhvin icon donors

Alla, Dmitriy Jr., Dmitriy, Igor, Elena, Juliya, Tamara, Fredi.
Elena, Marisa, Dimitrios (Jimmy), Nicholas, Alexander, Dimitrios, Dionisius.

Elijah, parents Aika & Dmitri Goudkov

Rowan. Galina.

Christopher, John, Lauren, Ekaterina.

Catalina, Sofia, Florentina, Doina.

Sherri, Nathanael, & Christopher, Amelia Marie.

Alla Slobdoskaya
+ Lola Macrina

Yelena, Anna, Wolfgang
+ Margarita Maximova
Calugaru family



Of our charity, remember in your prayers:

For the repose of the souls of the departed servants of God:

Newly departed Yuriy, + 10 Jan 2026
Newly departed Nikolai, + 11 Jan 2026
Newly departed Suzanne

Newly departed Salvatore, +Dec 17, 25; Anna, Dec 19, 25.
Mitred Archriest Sergei Glagolev, +Sep 1, 2021, Matushka Gerry (Evgenia) Glagolev. +May 23, 2022.
Archpriest Nicolas Boldireff, +May 22, 2024.; Matushka Anisia Boldireff +Sep 1, 2021

January 25", 2026
Yuri Yena
Jacqui

Christia, Marina, John & family
Nathalie, Tamara, Marina, Michael & family

+Jan 25: Priest Andrew Solianka, 1928; Bishop Amphiloky (Vakulsky), 1933; Igumen Prokopy (Derevenko), 1951;
Priest Mihai Cerghizan, 1997; Matka Olga Wrettick, 2008; Protodeacon Blagoy Nicoloff, 2012; Priest Ian Bojko, 2013;
Mitred Archpriest Paul White 2015; Priest John Bernardi, 2023. OCA

Paul, Lola Macrina Romo, Mariya Dimitrova
Lyudmilla Malakhova, +Oct 26, 25.

Leontina Himber.

Irina +Jan 25, 2010.

Matushka Tresja Denysenko

Edward Pogyor

Subdeacon Patrick Bernard Wilson
Germogen & Olga Stephanenko

Matushka Priscilla Shipley +Sep 10, 2023
Valentina

Cor Brevet Delabruinene

Rodney Lake + May 20, 2021.

Paul Prybyla. +Jan, 10, 2021

Nicholas Vasiliev Davidovich, +October 12, 2022
Barbara Johnson

Stanislava

Hormuzd (Emmanuel) Rassam, + Dec 21, 2022.
Nun Seraphima (Anna Kremenetskaya)
Nun Nonna (Verna Harrison)

Igor

Lola Macrina

Edward Michael & Joan Sutyak

Leon & Claudine Snyder

Dmitri

David

Deacon Hennok Soot, Matushka Mariamna Soot,

Igor, Kristina, Orion & family

Eric, Luke, Vaughan; Paula & Dan & family
Valeriya Lancucka

Archpriest Nicholas & Sofia Denysenko & family
Eleanor Pogyor & family

Diane, Victoria, Nicholas, & Stephen Wilson & family
Larissa, Tatiana

Fr Ian Shipley & family, DoW

Irina Jackson

Natalya Slusar Nosa & family

son-in-law & daughter Thaddeus & Jacqui Wojcik
Manya & family

daughter Nancy Smollen

daughter Milena; family

wife Kaye Rassam, son Fr Yousuf Rassam, daughter Najma Fowner & family
Konstantin, Taissia, Vladmir, loann Kremenetsky

Tamara, Christina, Michael, Anne & family

daughters Laura & Carol, & family

Boris

Mitred Archpriest Ian & Matka. Nina MacKinnon, DOW
DoW, Fr Stephen Soot family, Mark & Olga Soot family

Evdokiya, Anatoliy, Domnikiy, Semen, Feodosiy, Ella, Grigoriy, Nadejda, Konstantin, Svetlana,

Valentina, Anna, infant Anatoliy, Olga, Anna, Peter.

Anne Lewandowski
Marina, Alexandra, Petr, Boris, Tatiana.

Alla Slobdoskaya
+ Raissa Dulian
+Margarita Maximova

Hieromonk Vonifaty, Schemanun Savva, Priest Anatoly + Sep 9, 22; Monk Aristokliy June 1, 22; Andrei Vasilenko, April, 23; Archpriest Nikolay
Palahnyuk, June 13, 23; John Markevich, Oct, 23; Viktor Kotlishyn, Oct 19 23;

Rebecca Svetlana (Photini) Gushard
Basil Rosiczka

son Wade Aiden Greer, Fr Yousuf



